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British Medical Association. 
CURRENT NOTES. 


A Ministry of Health. 
Tue British Medical Association has issued an explanatory 
pamphlet! setting out’ the reasons which have led the 
medical profession to support the establishment of a 
Ministry of Health, together with the revised scheme 
approved by the Council on January 23rd, 1918, and a 
general account of the arrangements suggested therein. 
After a short historical summary the nature of the problem 
is indicated by an enumeration of the many central depart- 
ments and local authorities in England and Wales now 
more or less directly concerned with the administration of 
health legislation. To give point to the complexity of the 
existing arrangements for the treatment of the individual, 
an extreme case is taken illustrating the large number of 
medical practitioners,’ responsible to almost as many 
authorities, who might conceivably attend the members of 
a single poor family, apart from diverse forms of institu- 
tional treatment. In presenting its case for unification of 
authority and simplification of procedure, the Association 
lays stress on the importance of utilizing the family 
doctor in domiciliary treatment of every kind. With 
regard to institutional care, the value of the voluntary 
hospital system is insisted upon, though it is recognized 
that modifications may be inevitable in the near future. 
A possible solution of some difficulties might consist in a 
large extension of the cottage hospital idea, which allows 
the family doctor to follow his patients to the hospital, 
with benefit to all concerned. Under the head of “local 
administration” the arguments are given for dealing with 
this problem side by side with unification of central 
administration, Lastly, the relation of the medical pro- 
fession to the administrative arrangements proposed in 
the Associatiov’s scheme is discussed with special 
emphasis on the need for organizing the clinical service 
on the lines of private practice, in order to maintain the 
personal relationship and freedom of choice on both sides 
which are necessary for successful treatment. The 
proposed system rests on the principle that every kind 
of treatment for the cure or alleviation of disease 
should be available for all who need it, and that 
every class of practitioner should be brought into the 
medical service. While recognizing that the problem is 
far from simple, the Association submits its scheme as a 
contribution to the public discussion which it is hoped will 
soon result in the setting up of an effective Ministry of 
Health. The pamphlet is accordingly being sent not only 
to the chairmen and secretaries of Divisions and Branches, 
and of Local Medical and Panel Committees, to the 
members of the General Medical Council, and the heads 
of various professional bodies, but also to officials of the 
Government departments concerned, to municipal Poor 
Law and local bodies, to members of both Houses of 
Parliament, and other public men interested in the matter, 


and to the lay press. 


The Education Bill. 
When the Education Bill was introduced into Parlia- 
ment last autumn, the British Medical Association issued 


a memorandum to its members drawing attention to the 


proposals contained in Clauses 18 and 19, which, if enacted, 


would extend the power of local education authorities to 
provide medical treatment as well as medical inspection 
for all children and young persons between the ages 
of 2 and 18. The objections of the medical profession 
to these clauses were placed before the President of the 
Board of Education by a deputation on December 14th, 
1917.1 Notwithstanding this protest the bill has now been 
reintroduced with Clauses 18 and 19 unchanged. The 
Council of the Association, on January 23rd, resolved to 
press for the deletion of Clause18, or, failing that, to 
urge that the new powers and duties given to local educa- 
tion authorities should be confined to medical inspection. 


The policy of the Association in this matter is to secure 


the position of the private practitioner in the treatment 
of school children, and to oppose an extension of the 
system of whole-time medical officers appointed to perform 
duties well within the competence of local practitioners. 
It should be added that the Parliamentary Subcommittee 
in its efforts at the centre has had the advantage of con- 
sultation with four members of Parliament known to be 
in sympathy with the views of the profession, namely, 
Sir Watson i Sir Henry Craik, Sir Philip Magnus, 
and Sir Garrod Thomas. By agreement Sir P. Magnus 
will move wmter alia for the exclusion of the words 
“and treatment” from Clause 18. If carried, this will 
have the effect of limiting the provisions of those 
clauses to medical inspection only, thereby excludin 
the proposed extension of the power to provide medi 
treatment. Secretaries of Divisions and Branches have 
been asked to approach their members of Parliament 
at once and ask them to support Sir P. Magnus’s amend. 
ment and have been provided with a further memorandum 
which explains the position taken up by the Asssociation. 


IRISH COMMITTEE. 


‘A mextine of the Irish Committee was held at the Trish 


offices, 16, South Frederick Street, Dublin, on April 4th, 
with Dr. Giusani in the chair. i? feet 


Domiciliary Treatment of Discharged and 
Disabled Soldiers. 

The Irish Medical Secretary stated that a representative 
of the Ministry of Pensions attended a conference between 
the Medical Commissioners of the Irish Local Government 
Board, the Irish Insurance Commission, and representa- 
tives of the Irish medical profession, with regard to the 
treatment of disabled and discharged soldiers and sailors. 

After discussion of various proposals as to medical treatment for 
disabled and discharged soldiers and sailors and its remuneration, the 
medical representatives agreed to submit for the consideration of the 
Irish Medical Committee the following terms of remuneration on a 
capitation basis to incluie the supply of medicine:: In urban areas 
12s. 6d., in rural areas 15s.; the payment for certification under the 
Insurance Act to be extra—namely, in borough and larger urban 
areas ls. 3d., urban-rural areas 2s., and rural areas 2s. 6d. per capita. 
The committee considered these terms satisfactory,. but 
suggested that the scheme should be sufficiently elastic to 
be adapted to the circumstances of the profession in 
different areas throughout the country. 


Poor Law Medical Officers’ Salaries. rad 

The Committee considered the position of the Ennis- 
killen Poor Law medical officers, and directed the Irish 
Medical Secretary to give every possible assistance to 
them in their struggle with the board of guardians for 
adequate salaries. The Committee was also of opinion 
that the Local Government Board should exercise its” 


14 Ministry of Health, London: 429, Strand, W.C.2; pp. 16. 3d. 
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powers, and fix forthwith in this and other unions adequate 
salaries for Poor Law medical officers. 
After:consideration of complaints from members of the 


Association in different parts of Ireland, the committee . 
directedits Medical Secretary to write to the Local 


Government Board urging that when graded scales of 


salaries are passed after the usual procedure by boards | 


of guardians, and when they are accepted by the medical 
officers concerned, the Board should sanction them with 
the least possible delay. The committee also pressed the 
Local Government Board to sanction and urge boards of 
guardians to adopt a maximum salary of at least £300 per 
annum, to be retrospectively applied and attained after 
ten or fifteen years’ service. This request was supported 
by the following arguments among others: . 

1. That the maximum salary is very little more than the working 
expenses of the majority of dispensary districts in Ireland. 

2. That it is only by a gross abuse of the Medical Charities Acts that 
wige-earners and their employers are relieved from contributing 
= medical benefits under the Tnsurance Act as applied to 

"s. in boroughs and the larger urban areas Poor Law medical officers 
- have not sufficient time, when they ‘have discharged their official 

duties, to compete for a remunerative practice. 


Mectings of Branches and Pibisions. 


Sussex Brancn: Bricuton Division. 
4 MEETING of the Brighton Division was held on April 25th. 
Deop. regret was expressed at the untimely death of Mr. Guy 
Elliston, Financial Secretary and Business Manager of the 
Association, and recognition of his valuable services found 
utterance. The SEcretary reported that 228 copies of a 
circular with respect to the proposal to increase medical 
fees had been sent out and'70 answers had been received; 
35 were in favour of the increase—some few expressing 
uucertainty as to its amount—and 5 more or less completely 
objected. It was resolved that the principle of the increase 
of medical fees be approved, that the members of the pro- 
fession in the area be advised to act in accordance with 
the suggestion made, and that the local press be approached 
with a request to announce this decision. With regard to 
the scheme for a State Medical Service, proposed by a 


special committee and approved ata meeting of the local - 


profession held on February 28th, the Honorary SECRETARY, 
as requested, presented a digest showing the difference 
between that scheme and one proposed by the Council of 
tle Association. After discussion it was resolved : 


That the Division concurs in the opinion expressed by the ~ 


general meeting of the profession held on February 28th, 
1918, and commends the proposed scheme to the Council of 
the British Medical Association for their consideration and 
support; and that the Executive Committee be requested 
to’bring these proposals before the annual meeting of the 
Division with a view to instructing their representative. 


HAaval and Military Appointments. 


ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE. 

Colonels to be Major-Generals: (Temporary Major-General) O. R. A. 
Iutian; C.B., C.M.a., vice Major-General F. J. Jencken. retired; §8. 
Micdonald, C.M.G., vice Major-General H. G. Hathaway, retired; 
(ve:porary Major-General) M. P. C. Holt, K.C.M.G., C.B., D.S8.0., vice 
Major-General Sir F. H. Treherne, K.C.M.G., retired. 

j.ient.-Colonel (temporary Colonel) J. D Alexander, D.S.O., from 
L..A.M.C., to be Colonel, December 26th, 1917. 


RoyaL Army MEDICAL CorPs. 

Brevet Colonel H. A. Haynes is placed on retired pay. 

Temporary Captain C. Rh. Macleod, M.C., relinquishes the acting 
r nk of Major on reposting. 

To beacting Majors: Captains J. Rowe. N. T. Whitehead, M.C., R.A. 
Flood. Temporary Captains H. A. Lake, T.B. Batchelor, H. Moore, 
M.C., A. W. Rattrie, H. B. German, M.C,, F.C. Lees, A. Richmond, 
M.C.,A.F. Mavety (from January 4th to.29th, 1918), C. B. Davies, M.C., 
¥. J. O. King, D. M. Morison, G. T. Baker (from January 4th to 15th, 
1918), F. T. Fahy, A. R. Finn (from January 4th to February 9th, 1918), 
W. 4. Hislop (from February 23rd to March Ist, 1918), A. P. Fry (from 
January 4th to February 15th, 1918), C. A. Boyd, J. R. P. Allin, V. M. 
Rich, R. B. Rutherford, W. C. Douglass, W. . Morgan, W. S. Danks, 
J. Gibson, V. L. Connolly, M.C., J. B. Lowe, J. E. Davies, W. T. 
rown, M.C., G. D. R. Carr, MC., J. F. Robertson, A. S. K. Ander- 
. D.S.O., M.C., H. Young, H. H. Sampson, M.C., J. Anderson, 
D.s O., S. J. Rowntree, W. Rankin, F. B. Manser, J. D. Hart, M.C., 
A. Mvarns, H. W. Batchelor, B. H. Barton, M.C., H.H. Warren, 
H. R. Grellet, H. M. Vickers, G. Buchanan, W. J. A. B. Wishart, D. S. 
Brough, M.C., F. H. MeCaughey (from January 4th to February 15th, 
1918, k. C. Irvine, R. M. Greig, S. Cross (from January 4th to March 
3th, 1918), P. Carney, A. Sunderland, F. de 8. McMenamin, J. A. Doull, 
R. Svensson, H. W. Turner,.M. A. Power, M.C.,J. B. Haycraft,J. S. 
Arkle, R. C. Alexander, A. T. Edwards, H. B. Day, M.C., A. W. H. 
Donaldson, J. B. Cook, R. Charles, T. C. Ritchie, W. G. Mumford, 
A. G. Hamilton, F. G. Bell, M.C.,R. T. Worthington, T. I. Bennett, 
H. W. Seawin, 8. G. Luker. Lietttenants (temporary Captains) G. A. E. 
Argo, H.A. Harbinson, M.C., H. A. Rowell, M.C.,.R. J. Clausen, M.C. 
Temporary Lieutenant H. Goodnian. 


| 


-R. J. Maglione, A. A. Wilkinson, 8. M. 


= 


Officers relinquish their commissions:,Temporary Captains F, 

ood, E. D. Richardson, and A. Stevenson (on account of ill healt” 
and are granted the honorary rank of Qa: W. G. Weston, 
A. D. Bigland (on account of ill health contracted on active service, 
and are granted the honorary rank ;of ‘Captain), ‘G. ©. Anglin, on: 
account.of ill ‘health, September .20th, 1917 ‘substituted for mo ion 
in the London Gazette of September 21st, 1917), J. Ross, F.G. Thomson, 
H. N. Rankin, D. Wilson, J. 8. Ross, M. . AH. G. Brown 
J. Marmion, L. Mcl. Weeks, M.C., J. H. Waterhouse, E. 8. Gocddy,’ 
B. Wallace, M. Moran, W. O. H. Hannigan, G. N. Lorimer, 


M.C., H. M. Harrison, J. 8. Annandale, A. Hendry, J. M. O'Reilly 


T. J. Buckley, J. K. Watson, G. F. Forde, N. W. Walmesley, V. J. ; 


McAllister, J. H. Wilkinson, R. Slaney, A. J. Smith, C. McShane, R. P, 
Smith, H. McLean, J. F. Sadleir, W. M. McLaren, J. A. Hutchinson, 
R. C. Brown, N. G. Harry, T. MacHardy, R. McL. Veitch, on appoint. 
ment under the Ministry of National Service, December 4th, 1917 
(substituted for notification in the London Gazette of January 4th, 1918), 
Temporary Lieutenants D. Lynch, M. A. ‘Teale, A. Bevan, A. W. G, 
Clark, A. W. M. Sutherland, L..J. Spence, F. W. Hartley, ¥. J. Lawson, 
Densham, R. T. Edwards ( ill health; anid rented 
ensham, R. T. Edwards (on account of i , and is ted 

honorary rank of Lieutenant), T. E. A. Stowell. a 


INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE. 

Lieut.-Colonel P. P. Kilkelly, Presidency Surgeon, Western States of 
Rajputana, has been appointed temporarily to hold .charge of the 
current duties of the office of the Resident, Western Rajputana 
States, with effect from September 25th, 1917. 

Lieut.-Colonel W. W. Olemesha, M.D., has been granted the rank 
of temporary Colonel whilst employed as an Assistant Director 
Medical Services. 

Major J. N. Walker to officiate as Professor of Medicine, King 
George’s Medical College, Lucknow. 

Lieut.-Colonel C. 
Medical Colleve, Calcutta, and Surgeon to the College Hospital. 

The promotion to present rank of the undermentioned officers ig 
antedated as shown: Majors W. M. Pearson (July 28th, 1910); W. E, 
McKechnie (Jan. Ist, 1911); A. Spitteler (December 28th, 1911); N.S, 
Wells (July 29th, 1912); J. K. S. Fleming, E. C. Hepper, C. B, 
McConaghy, L. P. Brassey, and C. F. Marr (December 27th, 1912); 
8. H. Lee Abbott,'R. J. Bradley, J..W. McCoy, T. G. F. Paterson, and 
D. G. Rai (July.29th, 1913); A.J. V. Betts, B. B. Paymaster, J. Forrest, 
and D. S. A. O’Keeffe (January 26th, 1914); V. B. Nesfield, G. A. Jolly, 
C. E. Bulteel, and F.'C. Rogers (March 1st, 1914); C.-G. Seymour (July 
31st, 1914); G. W. Maconachie, ‘C.I. Brierley, and E. T. Harris (Feb- 
ruary 28th, 1915); H. Watts, W. T. McCowen, and E. A. Roberts (July 
30th, 1915); H. 8. Matson, F. ‘H. Stewart, A. H. Proctor, R. T. Wells, 
I. M. Macrae, and F. B. Shettle (March 1st, 1916); A. F. Hamilton and 
A. A. MeNeight (August 1st, 1916)... 

Appointed permanently as Lieutenants: B. C. Ashton, J. G. Bird, 
W. M. Crombie, R. Hay, G. A. 8. Ramsey, and G. Shanks (January 
23rd, 1917), N. Briggs and P. Verdon (August 8th, 1917). 

To be temporary Lieutenants: Khuda Baksh, Parmanand, Kanan 
Bihari Sen Koy, Gopal Charan Sen, Leonard J. P. Mordaunt, Bulchand 
Ratanmal Malkani, Khelat Chandra Bhattacharya, Oyitti  Churia 
Madhavan, Sistla Lakshmipathi Somayaji. 

Major J. M. Holmes, M.B., has been appointed Health Officer, 
notified area, Delhi. : 


Major H. Crossle has been posted’as Joint Civil Surgeon, Peshawar, ¥E q 


with effect from October 15:h, 1917. 4 


APPOINTMENTS, 

Srraton, A. W. K., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P,Lond,, Certifying Factory Sur- 
geon for the Wilton District, co. Wilts. re 

THORNLEY, R. L., M.D.Lond., D.P.H., County Medical Officer of 
Health to the Hast Riding of Yorkshire. 

YouneG, Robert Arthur, M.D., ¥.R.C.P., Physician to the Middlesex 
Hospital. vice Dr. F. J. Wethered, resigned. 

District MEDICAL OFFICERS.—J. Bradley, L.R.C.P.I., of the Salford 
Union. J. F. Dover, M.B., B.S.Durh., of the Cardiff Union. 

H. Litherland, L.8.A., (and Workhouse) of the Wigan Union. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 

The charge for inserting announcements of Births, Marriages, and . 
Deaths is 6s., which sum should be forwarded with the notice 
not later than the first post on Wednesday morning in order to: ° 
ensure insertion in the current issue.. r 


BIRTH. 

JamuEs.—On May 2nd. at Hungerford, Berks, the wife of R. Blake James, 

M.R.C.S.Eng., L.R.C.P.Lond., of a €aughter. 
DEATHS. | 

BuapDEs.—On April 22nd, at the Beeches, Romiley, Cheshire, T. P, 
Blades, L.R:C.8. 

Hount.—Major ‘T. Harold Huvt, R.A.M.C.(T.), M.D., B.S.Lond., of 
halifax, Yorks,on april 29th, rather suddenly, from acute pneu- 
mouia, 


DIARY FOR THE WHEK. 


MONDAY. 

Mepicat Society oF Lonpon, 11, Chandos Street, W.1.—8 p.m., 
Annual Meeting. 8.30p m., Annual Oration by Dr. Theo. :B, Hyslop, 
F.R.S.E.,on Degeneration: The Medico-Psychological Aspects of 
Modern Art, Music, Literature, Science, and Religion. ‘ 


FRIDAY. 


Society oF TROPICAL MEDICINE AND HYGIENE, 11, Chandos Street, 
W.—5.30 p.m., Major W. Byam, R.A.M.C.: Trench Fever, 


Roya Society OF MEDICINE.—Tuesday, 5.p.m., General Meeting of 
Fellows. Section of History of Medicine: Wednesday, 4.30 p.m., — 
Exhibition of books, pictures, etc. 5 p.m., Annual General 
Meeting. Papers by Sir William ‘Osler, Dr. C.G.Cumston, Dr. 
Charles Singer, and Dr. Thomas Winston. Sectionof Dermatology: 
Thursday, 4.30 p.m., Cases. 5 pm., Annual General Meeting. 
Section of Electro-Therapeutics : ¥riday, 8.30 pm, Annual 
General Meeting. Papers:—Mr. E. M. Corner: Nature of Scar 
Zissue in War Wounds. Mr. Howard -C. Head: A Mobile X-Ray 
Outfit (illustrated), 
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R. Stevens to officiate as Professor of Surgery, | 
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